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self (132) rather than enmity with God. The cross was “sacred violence” (48) 
and it was a Girardian expression of God’s undermining of the sacrificial 
system by submitting to it as a victim (71). Jesus is the scapegoat (68, 142) 
and expiation (167) but not the sacrificial goat or propitiation in Day of 
Atonement imagery. Some of the contributions can be read as providing 
atonement images in addition to penal substitution (such as C.S. Lewis, 
Richard Hays, and Curtis Chang). But the aim of the editor and most of 
its contributors is to provide the images as alternatives. Although there is 
merit in many of these other atonement images, they are all inadequate 
when separated from the idea that Christ became sin for us and died our 
death at the cross.

Adam Harwood
The College at Southwestern

Simple Church: Returning to God’s Process for Making Disciples. Thom 
rainer and eric geiger. nashville: B&h, 2006. 257 pages. hardcover, 
$19.99.

In Simple Church, Thom Rainer and Eric Geiger seek to apply the 
“simple revolution” of the last few years to the way church is done in Amer-
ica. Recognizing that “the healthiest churches in America tended to have 
a simple process for making disciples” (ix), Rainer and Geiger began a 
research project which confirmed that there is a “highly significant” cor-
relation between the simplicity of a church and its ability to thrive. After 
conducting their research, Rainer and Geiger conclude that “church lead-
ers need to simplify” (4). Thus, the aim of their book is to encourage and 
equip these leaders to produce simple and revitalized churches.

The book is divided into two parts. The first part describes the “sim-
ple revolution” in general and provides definitions and examples of what 
a simple church looks like. In chapter one, Rainer and Geiger assert that 
“simple is in. Simple works. People respond to simple” (8). This observa-
tion drives the rest of the book. After noting that companies like Apple, 
Google, and Southwest Airlines capitalize on simplicity, they argue that 
Jesus himself was the “original simple revolutionary” (16).

In chapter two, Rainer and Geiger recreate two church consultation 
trips so the reader can “see a simple church in action” (31). One of these 
churches is an established church with many programs and multiple vision 
statements. The other is younger and has experienced consistent growth in 
recent years. Rainer and Geiger compare and contrast the methodologies 
of these two churches, highlighting the complexity of the former and the 
simplicity of the latter.
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Borrowing the metaphor of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, in 
chapter three, Rainer and Geiger demonstrate the need of many churches 
to reconstruct the way they “do church.” They define a simple church as 
“a congregation designed around a straightforward and strategic process 
that moves people through the stages of spiritual growth” (60). They then 
describe their research method. Deciding against an extended set of case 
studies, they opted for a more expansive survey approach. They randomly 
selected from both growing and declining churches to participate in the 
survey and then sent the data to an independent statistics analysis compa-
ny for processing. The first phase of research was limited to Southern Bap-
tist churches, and the second phase included the other major evangelical 
denominations. For the authors, the result of this research confirms that 
“in general, churches that are vibrant and growing are simple” and that “the 
vibrant churches are much more simple than the comparison churches” 
(67). On the basis of this research, Rainer and Geiger delineate four ele-
ments they deem necessary to form and maintain a simple church. These 
elements are clarity, movement, alignment, and focus. To illustrate these 
ideas, they provide “three simple stories” that highlight different churches 
in America that are thriving as a result of having a “simple church.” 

Whereas part one defines and illustrates a simple church, part two 
attempts to enable church leaders to transform their churches into simple 
churches. Chapters five through eight each develop one of the concepts 
of clarity, movement, alignment, and focus. To have an effective simple 
church, leaders must clearly articulate the vision of a simple process of dis-
cipleship (clarity). They must strategically design their programs to move 
their members to deeper levels of commitment (movement). They must 
ensure that every program is part of the same simple process (alignment). 
Finally, they must refuse to add any program to the church’s agenda if it 
does not contribute to the simple goal of making disciples (focus). Chapter 
nine summarizes the process of becoming simple and provides four practi-
cal steps designed to achieve the four elements of a simple church.

Two primary strengths of this book are its overall purpose and its 
clear structure. Rainer and Geiger intend to provide church leaders with 
“a framework for a simple ministry process” (236). They achieve this aim 
by clearly describing the need for simplicity in church life (chapter 1), 
defining the nature of a simple church (part 1), and delineating the actual 
process of becoming this type of church (part 2). While these features of 
this volume should be carefully considered by any church leader, there are 
few concerns. Rainer and Geiger consistently present the idea of a simple 
process of disciple-making as “revolutionary.” The simple church is “dis-
covered” (ix) rather than re-discovered. Consequently, a serious discussion 
of the biblical foundations of disciple-making is absent from the book. 
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Most often, the motivation and evidence given for an assertion comes 
from survey research or statistics rather than scriptural texts or theological 
principles. The biblical text is used primarily as an illustration rather than 
as a foundation. A representative statement as to why the reader should 
accept a given point is because it “has been validated by our research” (111). 
Thus, the chief motivation given in Simple Church for doing church in this 
manner is because “simple is in,” rather than because the New Testament 
mandates disciple-making.

Ched Spellman
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

Virtue and the Voice of God: Toward Theology As Wisdom. By daniel J. 
treier. grand rapids: eerdmans, 2006. 278 pp. $30.00.

What is the nature of theology? What should be the respective goals 
of theological education and the theological interpretation of the Scrip-
tures? Is it scientific knowledge, exegetical insight, or something else? In 
this revised dissertation, Daniel J. Treier, Associate Professor of Theology 
in the School of Biblical and Theological Studies at Wheaton College, 
seeks to answer these questions. He is troubled by a litany of “fractured 
relationships: between academy and church, biblical scholarship and theol-
ogy, theory and practice, even between holistic thinking and specialist de-
tail” (xiv). His concern is to chart a map whereby these relationships might 
be mended. The key feature of this map is a common destination, namely, 
the goal of (Christian) wisdom.

The book is divided into three parts: (1) Education and the Nature 
of Theology (chs. 1–3), (2) Interpretation and the Nature of Wisdom (chs. 
4–5), and (3) Education and Interpretation: Synergy (chs. 6–7). In “Edu-
cation and the Nature of Theology” (chs. 1–3), Treier defines theology as 
follows: “Linking virtue and the voice of God in Scripture, theology is an 
every person, transforming, communicative praxis, subject to a chastened 
understanding of public criticism” (30). Chapter 2 contains a theological 
reading of Proverbs 3:13–18 in which he considers how wisdom and its 
attendant knowledge function in the formation of Christian virtue and 
“practical reason” (phronesis; cf. 46). Treier distinguishes Christian phronesis 
from its Aristotelian counterpart, both in its focus upon humility and its 
goal of love leading to peace. Wisdom is only found in the Word of God 
(i.e., Christ as He is communicated via the Scriptures). Treier argues (con-
tra Lindbeck) that Christian theology holds a true correspondence to real-
ity (ch. 3). While he cites Reinhard Hütter’s “pneumatolizing of history” 
as a helpful corrective to Lindbeck’s intratextuality, Treier criticizes Hütter 


